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Commission on Inequality in Education, June 

2017 found that: 

• 5-year-olds who aren't read to at home attain 

less in Year 6 assessments 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjHqJQ8sxs4
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXOJUPNVnLc
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ


Who is it for?

Four-year-olds plus

Older children who need to 
‘catch-up’

Children new to English
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How does it work?

Children:

 Learn 44 sounds and matching letters

 Learn to blend sounds to read words

 Read lots of specially written books

This is decoding
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Sounds
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https://videocentralhd.lgfl.org.uk/Play.aspx?id=cCy1jJZ4x9J4UX


Graphemes

A grapheme is a sound written down

English has more than 150 ways of writing 
the 44 sounds using our 26 letters(groups 

of letters as well as single letters)

We teach the 100 most commonly used 
graphemes systematically and thoroughly. 

A complex code!
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f l m n r s v z sh th ng
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a e i o u ay ee igh ow

oo oo ar or air ir ou oy

Set 1 sounds Set 2 sounds

Consonants: stretchy

Vowels: stretchy

Consonants: bouncy

Vowels: bouncy
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Fred...

 Fred helps children learn to read 

Fred can only talk in sounds...

(Fred can only say c_a_t, he can’t say 
cat)

We call this Fred Talk(you could use a 
toy to do this). 
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Fred...

If children understand Fred 

they can blend orally

Blending is needed for reading

1/26/202

1
Copyright Ruth Miskin Literacy



Fred...

 Fred helps children learn to spell too! 

Children convert words into sounds

They press the sounds on to their 
fingers...

We call this Fred Fingers
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Reading levels

 Set 1 sounds and blending

 Fiction and non fiction texts Green, Purple, September  Y1

 Set 1 & 2 sounds  

 Fiction and non fiction texts Pink, Orange: December Y1 

 Fiction and non fiction texts Yellow: April Y1 

 Set 1, 2, 3 sounds  

 Fiction and non fiction texts Blue, July Y1 

Grey: December Y2 
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How can you help your child?

By...

 using pure sounds

 knowing the graphemes

 understanding how ‘Fred’ helps with reading 

and spelling



And...

 By reading your child lots of lovely stories and 

asking lots of questions!

Use these prompts to help you:
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What is that 

character 

thinking?

What is the 

character 

saying?

What do you 

think that character is 

feeling now?

What is happening?

What do you think 

happens next?



And...

 By having a look at the parents’ information for tips 
and resources for supporting your child at home:

 https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi
/parents/

(RWI resources are published by Oxford University Press) 
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https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi/parents/


Thank you... 
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Happy reading! 




